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HON ROBYN MCSWEENEY 
Personal Explanation - Earl Street Development, Albany 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.44 pm] - by leave:  I am advised that in question time in the 
Legislative Assembly today, the Attorney General, in response to a question asked by the member for Albany, 
claimed the opposition had made a misleading statement about a complaint lodged with the Corruption and 
Crime Commission involving the Albany Council.  On 4 April 2006 I raised in the Legislative Council an issue 
relating to a development application for a high-rise apartment in Earl Street, Albany.  At no time did I seek to 
unfairly damage the reputation of an Albany City councillor.  As an elected member of the Legislative Council, I 
have a duty to raise matters affecting my electorate, and I will continue to discharge that duty.  The fact that I 
raised the issue in no way breached the law and I note that the Attorney General acknowledged this in his 
comments today.  With respect to making referral to the CCC, the law has been changed to allow the fact that a 
matter had been referred to the Corruption and Crime Commission and made public.   
The Earl Street development has had a controversial history and to satisfy myself on planning issues surrounding 
this development, I commissioned a report on planning matters.  Neil Smithson is a town planner who holds a 
Master of Arts in urban studies from Curtin University of Technology and who has 25 years’ professional 
experience across four states of Australia, including four years with the City of Melville as city development 
planner and two years with the New South Wales department of environment and planning working on the 
Sydney regional urban development and urban consolidation housing program.  He has provided me with 
professional advice on a number of issues affecting the development, and I am satisfied with that advice.  Like 
many Albany residents who are keen to see a resolution of this development application, I look forward to a final 
decision being made in the near future. 
 


